W‘a’%’ﬁdz

cALa L EF 6% 14 >2009# > 81—108 F

B ke iy 4 T RA e E HEEILRFFEN
4 IER

Fl ¥ ]ﬁgl

& A J§J[ﬂ R B nwlﬂldz [~ FRY bf:ll?J[ﬂJ il
S L%&ﬂ@p[’ P N BRI R SR PR
st I g PO A o % B R - 1
JHTE SRR SR IS PR RO o PV S
e TR GBAR R » P ol \”ﬁ” AR o W E F R
ﬁﬁ%@?ﬁ’ﬂ:ﬂEHW%ﬁw?ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ‘f%*ﬁﬁoﬁﬁ
%mgikrwwm-1H’%a@iﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁ%i$ TGN
S & S (I SRR SN R R ﬁ?ﬁ[ﬂm&.

ﬂﬁ%f’%ﬁﬁi FOREIFI A+ 2 B DAL 17 51 oy » =
IRLER e [ 053 2 B E e T T RLED SRS [ 91 g
Wﬂﬁwiwﬁﬁﬁm>c%m&%s%@ﬁﬁwﬁm5Jv%ﬁﬁgﬁmﬁww%
poi szk[[spfj Syt :,,JF‘, N5 ?‘ﬂﬁjﬁl%m%ﬁﬁ' [ B[S o

CHNET L P R BRE R D R R
RO Y (G ([T T A TR HIR g
K PYEF R B SR OR ] AR K
FLY ) AR R ’ffﬁ?ﬁWiFr@@JW%%%%ﬁj
<1 (ERETEER A SRR PG S ORREREAS  1 B P
Bk RN AT o S A AR ] -

R BT P H S 7

EESL R SN £ £ 2 £ Email * an_huanran@yahoo.com
¢MV#E'EFJ1E32009 FOLF] 20 [ B0 w5 [ 11EE 2009 5 04 5] 02 |



82 B ke LA WERA AL H EERFHFET

Hakka Community Migration to Johor, Malaysia
and their Self-identification

ONN Huann Jan

Abstract

The self-identification of the Hakka community is affected by many
factors, including clans, places of origin, dialects and cultural practices. The
strengthening of the Hakka community awareness is related to the historical
context of a specific community. Very often such awareness is raised because
of practical needs or it is formed by people’s attachment to the community and
their imagination. When we carry out a regional Hakka studies programme, we
have to observe the community objectively and understand its internal
problems in order to gain a deeper understanding of it. The development of the
self-identification of Hakka community in Johor is complex as they are divided
by clans and places of origin. One of the activities to form the overseas Hakka
people’s ethnic awareness was the campaign to establish Hakka associations
initiated by Hu Wenhu in mid-1930. Nevertheless, the total number of Hakka
societies based on places of origin which were founded since the post-war
period is greater than the number of “Hakka associations”. Obviously, the
Hakka community is disunited.

In our opinion, the crisis of self-identification of the Hakka community in
Johor arose not because of external challenges but its internal disunity. The call
for “unity” is not because of the need to resist other ethnic groups or races.
Instead, the Hakka in Johor promote the spirit of unity to tackle their internal

disunity, conflict, disagreement and weak community awareness.

In recent years, many activities with the aim to trace the roots of the
Hakka have been carried out and effectively enhanced the unity and cohesion
of the community. Such activities, including the discovery of Ninghua Shibi,
which is identified as the “Hakka Native Land”, and the creation of “Hakka
Mother River,” are mainly pioneered and supported by leaders of Hakka
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societies in Johor. Although some scholars cast doubts on the “Hakka Native
Land” and regard it as an “imaginative homeland for the Hakka” with a given
symbolic meaning, it is important and influential to the integration of the
Hakka community, the expansion of the communication network of the Hakka
around the world, and the realignment of the leading bodies of Hakka
community in Johor.

Keywords: Malaysia, Johor, Hakka, identification
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